
Being Responsible 
TOPICS: Stealing and What I’ve Learnt - Suggested for Year 3

In Year 3, children broaden their understanding of 
responsibility by exploring why stealing is wrong 
and how it differs from borrowing. 

They learn how actions such as taking something 
that does not belong to them can affect others and 
begin to understand how people may feel if their 
belongings are not returned. 

Pupils develop their understanding of responsible 
and irresponsible behaviour and consider how their 
choices affect others before progressing to more 
complex learning about responsibility.

Year Intent

Stealing - Pupils should...

•	 understand the differences between 
borrowing and stealing

•	 describe how you might feel if something 
of yours is borrowed and not returned

•	 know why it is wrong to steal
•	 explain the differences between being 

responsible and irresponsible

What I’ve Learnt - Pupils can...

•	 confidently demonstrate responsible 
behaviours that support themselves and 
others in different environments

•	 recognise and respond appropriately to 
situations where responsible choices are 
needed

•	 apply strategies to show responsibility at 
home, at school and in the wider 

	 community
•	 clearly explain the difference between 

responsible and irresponsible choices

Knowledge & Skills Progression

Borrowing
When you take and use some-
thing that belongs to someone 
else, with their permission. After 
using it, you return it.

Stealing
When you take something from 
someone without permission 
and do not intend to return it.

Consequence The result or outcome of an 
event or action.

Irresponsible
Not thinking enough or not 
worrying about the possible 
results of what you do.

Responsible
Having good judgement and the 
ability to act correctly and make 
decisions on your own

I will learn the following new 
words/phrases:

Ask me a question!

We have chosen to deliver this topic in year(s): 
_______________________________________________

How can you be responsible?

What are the differences between 
borrowing and stealing?

Statutory RSHE Links
Respectful, kind relationships; Being safe; Caring 
friendships;

Curriculum Links


